




WEEK FOUR



LUKE’S GOSPEL

Prayers of the Nativity



How and when
was Luke’s Gospel written?



LukeMatthewMark
75 AD 85 AD65 AD

If Jesus’ death and resurrection
are dated to about AD 35...

Why the delay in a written text?

Question:

John
95 AD

Timescale of the Gospels



For a period of twenty to thirty years
accounts of Jesus life were

passed down by word of mouth.

A Passion Narrative.

Details of his teaching.

The presence of eye witnesses.

The poetic form of Jesus teaching.

These included:

Helped by:



The Gospels weren’t the first
writings of the earliest Christian churches.

Paul’s Letters were written
before the Gospels.



Paul’s Letters
were written to
the early churches
in which the accounts
about Jesus were
already known.

In the years between the
Resurrection and the
writing of the Gospels
the church was growing
and spreading fast.

c. 55 AD
Romans

c. AD 51
Galatians

c. 52 AD
1 Corinthians

c. 50 AD
1 Thessalonians

c. AD 63
Philippians

Paul’s Letters dated:



Paul mentions few events from the life of Jesus

The Last Supper
The fact of the Crucifixion

The meaning of the Resurrection

The Birth of Jesus
Accounts of his miracles
Details about his Parables 

He mentions:

He mentions nothing at all about:



The time came to record in written form
accounts about the Life of Jesus.

Four of these accounts, called Gospels,
found their way into what we now know as

The New Testament

One of these, John’s Gospel, is different in form
to the other three.

They were written for different audiences;
the early churches of the Mediterranean. 



Matthew, Mark and Luke

The              Gospels

When “seen together”, for example side by side,
it’s clear that there are parallels and similarities,

sometimes word for word, between the Gospels. 

are known as

opticSynopticSyn

Greek trans: together

trans: seen



Luke c.85 ADMatthew c.75 ADMark c.65 AD

Mark’s
Material

Mark’s
Material

Mark’s
Material

Matthew’s
own sources

Luke’s
own sources

Quelle

Quelle

16 Chapters 28 Chapters 24 Chapters

The sources used by the Gospel writers



It’s also important to mention here that
Luke’s Gospel

is part of a two volume work.

Luke also wrote
Acts of the Apostles

Acts is an account of the life
of the Christian community and

especially Paul’s ministry.
Luke was present on some

of Paul’s travels.



Evidence that Matthew and Luke
used separate sources

can best be seen in their accounts
of events surrounding the

Birth of Jesus.



MatthewLuke
Nativity of John the Baptist

Angel appears to Mary
at Nazareth

Visit of the Shepherds Visit of the Magi

Angel appears to Joseph
Nativity of Jesus Nativity of Jesus

Differences in the Nativity  Accounts

Travel to Bethlehem
Manger

Herod’s anger
Flight into Egypt

No journey before birth
Census

Presentation in Temple

Return to Nazareth



They also use the Genealogy of Jesus
(his Family Tree) in different ways.

Luke 3 . 23 - 28

Matthew 1 .1 - 16
Begins with Abraham and works forward through 
David and onwards ending with Jesus.

Begins with Jesus and works backwards through 
the generations past Abraham to Adam.

Jesus is the fulfilment of the Jewish hopes for a Messiah 

Jesus is the fulfilment of the Jewish hopes for a Messiah
but his message is to all humanity.



All these things were talked
about throughout the entire
hill country of Judea.

Luke 1 .65, 66

The importance of the oral tradition,
the verbal transmission of accounts,
is seen when Luke says of the birth
of John the Baptist:



The Prayers of the Nativity
in Luke’s Gospel.



Luke’s account of the Nativity
has given the Church some of it’s most
familiar passages used in prayer

Many will know them by the Latin names

Benedictus

Magnificat

Angelus

Nunc Dimittis

and the sometimes controversial

(also called the ‘Hail Mary”)



The first three of these are
Hymns of the Early Church

that Luke has included in his Gospel.

Paul does the same in his Letters:

See especially: Philippians 2. 5 - 11



The Magnificat

The Song of Mary

Luke 1 .46 - 55

Mary’s Thanksgiving Prayer when she
hear’s that she will give birth to Jesus

and that he will be the Messiah.



My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the
    lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations
   will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm;
   he has scattered the proud in the
   thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things,
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel,
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Luke 1 .46 - 55



Would a pregnant teenager,
stunned and frightened by this news,

really have uttered such a prayer?

The early Christians have taken a biblical text
and adapted it as their own hymn of praise

around the accounts of the Nativity.

It’s based on “The Song of Hannah”:

1 Samuel 2 .1 - 10

which is Hannah’s Thanksgiving as she entrusts
her son Samuel to service in the Temple.



It fits with Luke’s idea of God’s Kingdom:

He has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant
verse 48

He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts
verse 51

He has brought down the powerful...and lifted up the lowly
verse 52

He has filled the hungry ... and sent the rich empty away
verse 53

Luke’s message is that God has acted decisively 
and has reversed the values of the world



The Benedictus

The Song of Zechariah

Luke 1 .68 - 79

Zechariah’s Thanksgiving Prayer
after his wife Elizabeth gives birth to

John the Baptist.



It’s themes are:

God has acted to rescue his people. 

People’s sins are forgiven

This is a fulfilment of God’s promises in scripture

Israel will be rescued from foreign power

God is everlastingly faithful
          despite humanity’s failings



The Nunc Dimittis

The Song of Simeon

Luke 2 .29 - 32

Simeon, a holy man, prays when
he recognises that the infant Jesus

is the Messiah



‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant 
in peace,
   according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
   and for glory to your people Israel.’

Luke 2 .29 -32



It’s themes are:
People of Prayer (like Simeon and Anna) will 
recognise that God’s Kingdom has come.

The Messianic Age is for Jew and non-Jew

The Messianic Age has dawned (Isaiah 40 - 55)

God’s promise to Simeon, that he will
live to see the Messiah, has been fulfilled.

The latter point is especially important
for Luke



The Nativity Canticles
have become part of the daily rhythm of prayer

in many parts of the Church

In the Book of Common Prayer

The Benedictus is said in Morning Prayer each day

The Magnificat and the Nunc Dimittis 
are said at Evening Prayer each day

They are also included in the Daily Prayers of
Common Worship (C of E) and the Methodist Worship Book.



In the Prayers of the Church today

Continue to praise and thank God
for the gift of himself in Jesus

Recognise that God has acted decisively
in coming to his people.

Proclaim the values of justice, freedom
and love that are at the heart of our faith. 

The Nativity Canticles: 



The Nativity in Luke’s Gospel
also includes ...



Hail Mary, full of grace!
The Lord is with you.

Luke 1 .28

Blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb

Luke 1 .42



These two verses are included in a prayer used by 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians

among others.

Hail Mary, full of grace!
The Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death.



As a prayer The Hail Mary 
is used in various ways

including .....

The Angelus

The Rosary

and



The Angelus:

V.   The angel of the Lord announced onto Mary
R.   And she conceived by the Holy Spirit

    Hail Mary....
V.   Behold the handmaid of the Lord
R.   Be it unto me according to your word

    Hail Mary....
V.   And the Word was made flesh
R.   And dwelt among us

    Hail Mary....
V.   Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God
R.   That we may be worthy of the promises of Christ.



The Rosary:

The Hail Mary is used ten times,
almost subconsciously,
while holding each small bead,
and meditating on various subjects, 
all but one of which are biblical.

Larger beads are held while
saying The Lord’s Prayer,  The Creed
or  The Gloria (Glory to God in the Highest)



The Rosary:

The Joyful Mysteries:
Annunciation (Luke 1.26-38)

Visitation (Luke 1.39-56)

Nativity (Luke 2.1-20)

Presentation (Luke 2.22-40)

Finding in the Temple (Luke 2.41-52)

The Sorrowful Mysteries:
Agony in the Garden (Luke 22.39-54)

Scourging (Isa 53.1-5, John 19.1)

Crown of  Thorns (Matthew 27.27-31)

Carrying the Cross (Luke 23.26-32)

Crucifixion (John 19.17-37)

The Glorious Mysteries:
Resurrection (John 20)

Ascension (Acts 1.1-11)

Pentecost (Acts 2.1-13)

Assumption of Mary
Coronation of Mary (Revelation 12)



For an exploration of  The Rosary:

Five for Sorrow
Ten for Joy

J Neville Ward

Methodist Minister



The Canticles in Daily Prayer
and the use of the Hail Mary

in Corporate and Private Prayer

Part of the rich prayer tradition
based on Luke’s Gospel



Meditation:

The Magnificat



Next week:

The Prayer of the Passion




