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Mike’s message ….. 
Let your light shine! 
“LET your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven”. 
(St. Matthew 5.16, quoted from 
The Book of Common Prayer 1662) 

At the beginning of December we enter 
the season of Advent - a time of waiting, 
and of preparing ourselves for the arrival of Jesus Christ.  Not just celebrating his birth two 
millennia ago, but preparing or hearts, minds and lives to welcome him when his Kingdom 
comes in its fullness. I’s also a time of preparation to celebrate Christmas in other ways; 
buying that turkey, posting cards and, of course, giving presents. 

One of the themes of Advent is light.  We light a candle each week as we recall the great 
themes of God’s journey with his people.  Many churches hold Christingle Services 
(Sunday 15th December 10.30am here) celebrating Jesus Christ as Light of the World. 

Thomas Cranmer placed the quotation above, from Matthew’s Gospel, in his Prayer Book 
of 1549. It remained in the 1549 and 1662 ‘re-writes’.  Cranmer placed the verse just 
before the ‘Alms for the Poor and other devotions of the people’ were collected. As a 
reformer, it was certainly no intention of Cranmer to link the giving of money with the “good 
works” mentioned in the verse.  Far from it, opposing such a link that had driven much of 
the Reformation!  Instead the “good works” would be evident in the almsgiving to the poor 
that was carried out by the church as a community. The church was called to be a Light to 
the World - and it still is. 

The Cotteridge Church is a place where lives are transformed.  From the Day Centre 
providing company for those who might otherwise be alone, to the Food Bank giving hope 
in times of crisis. From the Safe Space of the Youth Café, to the friendship of Thursday 
evening Coffee and Chat. The Cotteridge Church is called to be a Light to the World. 

Running and maintaining all this takes money.  It’s a fact of life.  As Christmas approaches,  
and we spend money on presents for loved ones, I invite us all to giving an extra present - 
a financial gift to the church’s work - over and above what we give week by week.  We are 
starting Advent this year with a Gift Day.  Can we make an extra donation? Give a special 
Christmas Present, to the transforming work of The Cotteridge Church?  We can give in 
cash, cheque or BACS.  In doing so we can help the Light of Hope to burn on for others 
and our community, and transform lives through the love of God. 

May the good works of transforming lives continue to give glory to God.  Amen. 

Gift Day - Sunday 1st December 2019


