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Mike’s message ….. 
Proclaiming God's Love 
For the last three May Bank Holidays I’ve been part 
of a small group called ‘Christians at Pride’ operating 
outside Carrs Lane Church Centre. 

The Saturday of the Bank Holiday weekend is the 
start of Birmingham Pride, a two day street festival 
of inclusion, and it begins with an enormous carnival 
parade.  It took two hours to pass through Carrs Lane! 
From Banks to Football Clubs, Unions to Utility 
Suppliers, Arts Groups to The Royal British Legion  
- dozens of organisations are involved.  What they hold in common is a commitment to 
inclusiveness including on grounds of sexuality and gender.  

Our group, together with other ‘Christians at Pride’ colleagues who march in the parade, 
want to proclaim a God of love and inclusion.  We want to speak of affirmation and 
acceptance.  Our group greets the parade as it passes down Carrs Lane.  We give out 
love heart sweets, water and, this year, stickers proclaiming “Love is Love”. 

The presence of Christians at Pride is evidently appreciated and, situated where we are, is 
a stark contrast to other Christians who, just before the  parade reaches us, stand on High 
Street with banners speaking of condemnation and judgement.  We want to project a 
different image of Christianity - one in which love, affirmation and inclusion triumphs.  For 
that we are often hugged, kissed and thanked “just for being here”. 
 
The following are the words of one person on the parade, who I’ve known for some years 
(I’m the “Tall man with a familiar smile”): 

“We turned the corner down Carrs Lane, with our backs facing the yellow boards of 
selected scripture held high above (other) heads of supportive public faces. The 
words chosen by this first group of Christians were aggressive and made me feel 
sick. ‘Sin’ and ‘vile’ resounded in my head and I wondered, what about love? What 
about Gods teachings of love? Surely, even in our differences, this should be the 
driving message? Then a woman in a rainbow tutu and a tall man with a familiar 
smile headed towards us with baskets of love heart sweets and welcoming whoops 
and cheers.  A sticker ‘Love is love’ was handed over and I read #christiansatpride. 
My smile immediately returned and I was reminded that faith is active through 
demonstrating love and kindness and those who follow a faith should not be put in 
a box. From a personal perspective of my journey, it was so important to be 
reminded that two aspects of my life, faith and sexuality, can be symbiotic.” 

Hannah (of SEEDS: Supporting Education of Equality and Diversity in School) 

Our churches are exploring how to be inclusive, with the URC having made the most 
progress with for example same-sex marriage.  The Methodist Church is also about to 
consider that step. There will be differences of opinion among those reading this but I 
suggest that, as churches, we need to do all that we can to proclaim the inclusiveness of 
God - and that All are Welcome. 


